Words of Hope
May
2017

Hope United Methodist Church

Gifts from the Garden
I can’t believe how green the lawn is
already and how many flowers and
bushes are coming up and even
blooming! I have even started some
seeds in pots to be ready when the
warm weather comes for good. It is a
blessing to watch the yard grow –
truly a resurrection blessing!

all and closed my eyes. That’s when
it hit me. Who am I to think this is
chaos and not just God’s creative
beauty in another way? I opened my
eyes and took another look at my
garden, a really long, careful look.
This time I saw that what I had hoped
for all of these years has finally
occurred, and my garden has filled in
But I have also had my share of
and even the weeds will not be able to
problems with gardening.
keep down the flowers and shrubs
Last year, with all of the turmoil in my from making their appearance! I
life, I
found crocus I didn’t
didn’t do
Who am I to think this know I had and little
much with
bluer flowers to start
is chaos and not just
my
the spring blossoms.
God’s creative beauty in Awesome!
perennial
another way?
garden. It
has been
I realized that God
growing each year for the 6 years
works in God’s time, just as my
since I planted it which looked great – garden grows in its own time. I am
up until last fall! Because I didn’t
here to serve God in the same way I
keep up with it, the flowers went wild serve my garden – to help its diversity
over the summer! Now as I look at
grow and to spread its message of
things coming up once again I am,
love and peace to those around
with my planning, trying to tame
me. So, my gardening enthusiasm
them. A garden should always look
has turned into patience as I actually
nice and put together, right? I keep take stock of what is in the garden
working, so that there can be
before I rush to pull the weeds and
something made from all of this
replant to my taste. I learn patience
chaos. Weeds are already popping
from my garden and through my faith
up and grasses and of course
in God.
creeping Charlie are up already
threatening the flowers that are taking We all need to take stock before we
their time coming up.
rush to judgment. Whether it is the
Last Saturday I stepped back from it weeds in our garden or our neighbors

next door; Jesus calls us to really
take a look around, at the positive as
well as the negative. God’s creation
is a blessing and when we let it grow
in God’s time instead of our own we
can enjoy our gardens as well as our
neighbors and our community.
~ Pastor Laurie

Check out Pastor Laurie’s blog
for other articles like this one!
http://pastorboche.
blogspot.com
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UPCOMING WORSHIP & EVENTS

May Worship
Schedule
rd

Wednesday, May 3
First Wednesday Worship
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
Sunday, May 7th
Holy Communion
Celebrating Graduating
Seniors
John 10:1-10
Acts 2:42-47
May 14th
Mother’s Day
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
John 14:1-14
May 21st
Spring Celebration
Acts 17:22-31
John 14:15-21

Events and Small Groups
Men’s Breakfast: Wednesdays, 8:00 am, Mt. Royal Caribou Coffee.
Worship at Pines III: Pastor Laurie Boche will host a worship service
at Pines III on Tuesday, May 2 at 2:00 p.m. and Cynthia CoffinLangdon will host worship on Sunday, May 21 at 2:00 pm.
June Newsletter Deadline: Monday, May 22nd.
Hope’s prayer group usually meets on the 2nd & 4th Wednesday of the
month and we are always delighted to have more "prayer power!" (The
more the prayerier!) In addition to praying through the Upper Room prayer
requests, we pray for those in our circles of influence, our church family, and
beyond.
Page Turners will meet May 10 at 10:00 am in the Mathison Room. The
book for May is: “Magic Hour” by Kristin Hannah. In June, we will
celebrate and share poetry; please bring in two favorite poems to read a loud
to the group. New members welcome. Contact Anna Allison at 724-5715.
Thank you to everyone who brought flowers in April!
Thank you from LSS Bethany Crisis Center for Hope’s donation of
clothes.

May 28th
Memorial Day
Acts 1:6-14
John 17:1-11

A big THANK YOU! to all the wonderful folks who did such a super job
in putting the Easter Breakfast together. It was a real team effort and a real
treat for us to have such great help. Set up, serving and clean up were all
easier and faster due to their efforts. And thanks to all the folks who made
the delicious muffins and provided flowers for the alter. It was a great
morning. Thanks and God bless! Barb and Pete Bergman

Check out our new website at:
HopeMethodistChurch.com

The office will closed Monday,
May 29th for Memorial Day.

Thank you Kevin for all your work to
make this new website possible.

Office Hours
Monday~ Friday
9:00 am ~ 2:00 pm

Like us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com
hopeumcduluth

Thought for the month from the Hope Prayer Group:
Prayer brings hope, healing, and restoration.
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HOSPITALITY/TEAMS

Administrative Council

19th.

The Administrative Council met on April
There was much
discussion about Hope for the Future building improvements with
most updates, including new sanctuary and office windows, new
carpet in the chancel, new sound and video system in place, and
the change to the front being finished by Easter and looking
great. Special thanks to Fred Moen and Kevin Raihala for all of
their countless hours and dedication to this work. As of right
now, the budget is on track. There was discussion about other
changes to be made and it was decided to see how things work
for a few months before making changes to the chancel area.
The Worship Team continues thoughtful consideration on how to
blend music and worship in the future. The organ has been fixed
and it was a pleasure to hear Meredith play it on Easter Sunday.
There is also continuing discussion about a new communion
table, lectern and baptismal font.
The Christian Education/Program team announced new
opportunities for Summer. They include a summer Vacation
Bible School which will be happening one day each summer
month at Hope. More information to come. Also, Kids Quest will
continue through the summer. And, in the next week or so a Little
Library made by Dean Beeman will be set up by the parking lot
doors, for everyone’s use. This will, in the future, also have a
prayer request station.
A big Thank You to Mary West for doing the meeting minutes this
month.
Hope, Faith & Love,
Robyn Christianson, Ad Council Chair

FIRST WEDNESDAY WORSHIP
Join us for a casual worship service on the first Wednesday of
the month, May 3 at 5:30 p.m. It’s a great way to take time to
breathe and be at peace with God during the busy week. After
worship there is fellowship with a meal and ALL AGES are invited
and encouraged to come share in this worship experience.

Finance

DIDJA KNOW that the changes to our building will
conclude shortly? Of course you know that just by
looking at what has transpired in recent weeks.
Changes to the sanctuary, including the alter area,
lighting, windows and so on are both functional and
dramatic. Installation of windows in the church office
and lighting in the narthex make these areas
brighter. As this stage of our Hope For The Future
campaign comes to a close, we need to remember
that there is still work to be done. We will begin
efforts to increase and improve programs and
services to members and groups who call Hope their
home church. Increasing the size of our congregation will be more intentional and focused. Funding for
staff positions will need to be examined so that we
are sure that after our grant expires, we are able to
continue at current levels. All this implies that we
continue our strong financial commitment. With
God's help and guidance I am sure that we shall be
successful in our efforts to do His work.
For your Finance Team
Pete Bergman, Chair

Hospitality

Please help us keep providing treats and coffee for
the fellowship time after worship. The Hospitality
team makes the coffee, so you just need to serve it.
A HUGE THANK YOU
to Dick Scheibe for
providing Sunday
morning treats! We
also share them with
UNS, UCM, and
Aftenro. The residents
love the doughnut hole
socials.
THANK YOU to Nancy Sivertson, Helen Stellmaker,
Deb & Art Hoff, Jack Carlson and all our Sunday
morning volunteers!
There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex, so please
sign up to help on a Sunday in May. Thank you!
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MISSIONS

MAY MISSIONS
Glossy Paper is collected under the name tag table in the round buckets. The proceeds go to UMCOR Water Projects.

CHUM DINNER SET FOR MAY 30th

The next opportunity for Hope members and friends to prepare and serve dinner at the CHUM drop-in center is Tuesday,
May 30th! We need your help to make the dinner a good experience. This is an opportunity to work face to face with
community members who need a little help, and a great time to get to know them better. If you would like to help cook
(during the day on the 30th), serve (meet at Hope at 4p), or make desserts, please contact Becca Moen or the church
office. We need at least 6 people to help this project go smoothly.

THANK YOU

CHUM's 2017 Spring Assembly

Sue Beeman, Helen Stellmaker, Celeste Daw (newest
member of team) and I want to thank everyone who helped
with the March Pastie Fundraiser. It was a success in many
ways! The new cooling system worked perfectly, the mixed
veggies helped the assembly of the pasties and the rolling
machine (donated by Moline) cut the dough rolling time
immensely. Production was smooth and fast! We had over
40 volunteers, some working multiple times! We want to
thank all of you who gathered orders, collected money, the
office staff for tracking our orders, those who delivered the
pasties or helped clean up. Everyone worked together to
make this a huge success. Thanks again. Donna Manns

May 25th at Concordia Lutheran Church (2501
Woodland Avenue). Bishop Tom Aitken (bishop of
the Northeastern Minnesota Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church) will be our keynote speaker.

PS: A special thanks to all the UMD students that joined us
this year. You were a great addition!

HOPE PLANT
SALE SET
As you go into your
garden and start
thinning plants and
getting ready for
summer, don’t forget
about the Hope Plant Sale! The sale is set for
Saturday, June 3rd from 9:00a to noon and we need
lots of donated plants to make the sale a success. If
you need pots let the office know as we will collect
them for use for the sale. Also, if you have garden
related items in good shape that you would like to
donate we will include them in the sale. The proceeds
from this plant sale go to continuing upkeep of the
Garden of Hope and the church landscaping. If you
have questions, talk to Sue Beeman or call the office.
Happy digging!

As is our custom, we will have fellowship and treats
from 6:30 to 7:00 and then the program from 7:00 to
about 8:15. Please mark your calendars and invite
others from your congregation to attend. We will also be
sharing our 2017-2019 strategic plan (with which many
of you helped at an assembly last year at the Unitarian
Church), as well as the usual updates on what is going
on at CHUM. We will welcome with great joy First
Presbyterian Church as a new (actually a returning!)
member.

United Campus Ministry News
Greetings from UCM! We are wrapping up spring semester
and heading into finals the first week of May. That went fast!
Students tend to be pretty anxious and stressed out this time of
year; studying for final exams, finishing up final projects,
looking for summer jobs and internships, and figuring out
where they will live this summer and next fall! Unfortunately,
we can’t take their exams for them, but we can help relieve a
little stress with our care packages! We pack bags full of
goodies and toys and hand them out during the last couple
weeks of the semester. Students LOVE this! The smiles and
the joy on their faces is so worth it!
Thank you Hope for all your support this year! Please continue
to hold us in prayer this summer.
Don’t forget to save your stuff for our annual 50 cent sale in
September!
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HOPE ACTIVITIES

ARE YOU READY?
IT’S MISSION TRIP TIME!

Celebration Sunday is May 21st!

We are only 6 weeks away from our
mission trip to Isanti, Minnesota and
it’s time to get signed up! The trip is
to Spirit River Community UMC
Church to help them with projects including their Matthew 25
food distribution program that will take place on Saturday.
This mission opportunity is open to ALL AGES, not just youth!
So, whether you are 18 or 81, you are invited to be part of this
weekend experience of working side by side with others,
worshipping at Spirit River, and fellowship time with Hope
members and friends of all ages.
The mission trip is Friday, June 23rd through Sunday, June
25th. We will be heading to Isanti around noon on Friday, but
if that doesn’t work it’s fine to come after work and meet up
with us there. The cost is $25 per person which includes most
meals and sleeping at Spirit River. However, there is a motel
not far away if you’d prefer to stay there. Rates depend upon
how many will be sharing a room. That information will be
available to all.
Flyers and registration for the mission trip will be available
beginning May 7th. Won’t you share this mission experience?
It will be filled with fun, work, laughter, maybe a few tears and
plenty of the Holy Spirit. Let’s go together!

Evening Book Club
The Evening Book Club meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the
month at Hope, 6:30p. Since our meeting place changes on
occasion, it is always a good idea to check with the office
before 2:00p that day.

Come celebrate spring, Hope and so much more!
During worship on Sunday, May 21st we will be celebrating all that has been accomplished in the name of God
with the Hope for the Future Campaign, including a
blessing of our renovated sanctuary and our new Little
Library. We will also be celebrating Kids’ Quest with the
giving of the 3rd grade Bibles and acknowledging the
Kids’ Quest teachers as the year wraps up for them.
After worship the celebration continues! We will have a
community meal in the Fellowship Hall as well as lots
of fun with our games. This year we will be having a
Bible Trivia contest for all ages, as well as other games
and of course the cake walk. This is a perfect Sunday
to celebrate the Hope community and to show friends
and others what we are all about. So, grab a friend and
plan to spend May 21st celebrating the wonder of our
faith and the fellowship of Hope.

IT’S TIME FOR CONFIRMATION
Pastor Laurie and CYF Director Katrina invite all youth
going into 6th grade and up who have not been
confirmed in their faith to consider being part of the
2017-2018 confirmation experience. Please let Pastor
Laurie or Katrina know if you have a son or daughter
(and friends) who might want to be part of confirmation
beginning later this summer. We will then hold a parent
meeting to work out the details. This is a special time in
the lives of those who are confirming their faith as well
as the church as we walk with them on this journey.
This time blesses us all.

TEACHERS NEEDED
We will be having a summer session of Kids' Quest
again this year from June 11 through August 20. We
will be using the same curriculum as we use during the
school year. Our summer program is a bit more relaxed
but we still do the lesson for the day as always. In our
lessons this summer we will discuss Courageous Bible
People, Elijah, Jonah, Elisha and Joshua. To have a
successful summer program we will need dedicated
teachers to share the lessons with the children. Please
prayerfully consider being a part of our team. It is such
an honor and a privilege to spend time with our young
people. If you have never tried such an endeavor, why
not say "yes" to our plea. You will love it!

The book selections for the next four months:
May “The Girl With Seven Names”
by Hyeonseo Lee.
June “Flight Behavior” by Barbara Kingsolver.
July “Light On Snow” by Anita Shreve.
August “If You Lived Here,
I'd Know Your Name” by Heather Lende.
All are welcome!
Come and join the fun of reading and sharing!
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

YOUTH NEWS

Kid’s Korner

Hello! With the end of the school year approaching, I would like to bring your
attention to a few things happening in May and the coming months:
Youth Group (6th-12th grades):
Youth group will be meeting the 7th and the 28th of May. The other two
Sundays are Mother’s Day and the end of the year picnic event, so we will
avoid those days. This month we will be exploring the transition from school
to summer/other things and how that affects our faith journey. Youth group
meets at 6pm at Hope with dinner provided. We are looking for volunteers to
provide meals for the youth group, so if you are interested in that, please let
me know.
VBS:
We will be hosting a VBS-like summer events one day per month in the
Summer (June, July, August) for elementary-aged children. They will have a
country-western/cowboy roundup theme and will include normal VBS activities
such as music, crafts, lessons, lunch, etc. We need help for these events,
especially from middle and high school students. If you are interested in
helping or attending, please let Pastor Laurie, Anita Rixe, Lori Amundson, or
myself know. More information to come!
Adventure Day Camp:
This year, ADC will be July 24th-27th. Registration is open for the camp and
applications are available for youth counselors.
Isanti Mission Trip:
The sign-up sheet is still available in the narthex to
request more information about the mission trip
happening June 23rd-25th. This mission trip is open
to ALL ages, so anyone can attend- even friends
and family outside of the church. Please write your
name down on the list if you would like more
information which will be sent out in early May.

April was a good month of wonderful
lessons leading up to and following
Easter. CHRIST HAS RISEN, HE HAS
RISEN INDEED. On Easter morning
we shared the beautiful story of the
Resurrection with 20+ children. They
were then given bags of Easter
treats. We actually ran out of bags so
we owe Ella one. It was amazing!!
In May we will discuss how Peter
helped spread the Gospel and
performed miracles. Our last day of
class for this school year will be May
21. Our annual intergenerational end
of year celebration will also be held
that day. Come join us for a picnic
lunch provided by Kids' Quest and stay
for the fun. We will be having our
popular cake walk again.
We will again be having Summer Kids'
Quest beginning on June 11. We will
need teachers for that time so please
pray about joining our teaching team
for the summer. It is such a privilege
and honor to be able to share our faith
with our dear children. How about
giving teaching a try!!!!!
Dates to remember:

I am very excited about the coming months and all that our faith community
will be participating in. Please let me know if you have any questions. Thanks!

May 21: Last day of school year
May 21: End of year celebration
June 11: First day of summer
session
Blessings, ~Anita

God Bless,
Katrina Hagemeyer, CYF Director
katrina.r.hagemeyer@gmail.com (218)260-1896
HOPE STAFF
Pastor: Laurie Boche, pastor@hopeumcmn.org
CYE Director: Katrina Hagemeyer, Katrina.r.hagemeyer@gmail.com
Church Office: Cynthia Coffin-Langdon, office@hopeumcmn.org
Church Office: Jennifer Amy-Dressler, office@hopeumcmn.org
Music Director: Elizabeth Raihala , liz@raihala.net
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Custodian: Matt Johnson
Accompanist: Diane Nast
Kid’s Quest: Anita Rixe
Hope Singers: Nancy DeArmond

CHURCH CALENDAR

May 2017
Sun

7

Mon

10:00 am Worship
11:00 am End of Year
Celebration
2:00 pm Pines Worship
3:00 pm Grace Korean
5:30 pm Liz Recital

Thu

2

3

4

11:30 am UNS
May Day lunch,
FH

10:30 am Staff Mtg.
2:00 pm Gentle Yoga
2:00 pm Pines
Worship

8:00 am Men’s Breakfast
(Caribou Coffee)
5:30 pm Worship
6:00 pm Meal
6:30 pm Choir
7:00 pm Alanon

9-2pm
Painters Group
4:00 pm Youth
Group Coffee @Mt
Royal
6:30 pm Qigong

8

9

10

11

10:30 am Staff Mtg.
2:00 pm Gentle Yoga

8:00 am Men’s Breakfast
(Caribou Coffee)
10:00 am Page Turners
5:00 pm Prayer Group
6:30 pm Choir
7:00 pm Alanon

9-2pm
Painters Group
6:30 pm Qigong

16

17

10:30 am Staff Mtg.
2:00 pm Gentle Yoga
6:30 pm Book Club

8:00 am Men’s Breakfast
(Caribou Coffee)
5:00 pm Ad Council
6:30 pm SOH
7:00 pm Alanon

23
12:00 pm Staff Mtg.
1:00 pm Staff Dementia Training
2:00 pm Last Day
Gentle Yoga
5:00 pm UCM Mtg.

15

10:00 am Worship
Mother’s Day
11:15 am Trustees Mtg.
11:15 am Finance Mtg.
3:00 pm Grace Korean

21

Wed

1

10:00 am Worship
Celebrating Graduates
11:15 am Music & Worship
3:00 pm Grace Korean
6:00 pm Youth Group

14

Tue

22
Newsletter
Deadline

Sat

5

6

12

13

18

19

20

9-2pm
Painters Group
4:00 pm Youth
Group Coffee @Mt.
Royal
6:30 pm Qigong

10:00 am North
Country Quilters

24

25

26

8:00 am Men’s Breakfast
(Caribou Coffee)
3-6pm CSA
5:00 pm Prayer Group
7:00 pm Alanon

9-2pm
Painters Group
9:30 am Hope
Quilters
6:30 pm Qigong
6:30 pm CHUM
Assembly@
Concordia Lutheran

28

29

30

31

10:00 am Worship
3:00 pm Grace Korean
6:00 pm Youth Group

Office Closed

10:30 am Staff Mtg.
4:00 pm CHUM
Dinner

8:00 am Men’s Breakfast
(Caribou Coffee)
3-6pm CSA
7:00 pm Alanon

Memorial Day

Fri
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

With God’s grace, we care for the soul for a lifetime and beyond.

Members and Friends in our Hearts...
Diamond Willow-Proctor: Rilla Karki
Benedictine: Margaret Kline
Diamond Willow-Lester Park: Virginia Olson
Key Stone Bluffs: Ralph & Marge Anderson, Bette Nord, Shirley Swapinski

Hold in Prayer…

Margaret Kline
Pat Eng
Rilla Karki
Lois Newman
Family of Ginny Comstock
Lois Newell
Catharine Larsen Doug Tripp
Jenny Pattison-Lundeen

Memorials
In memory of Ginny Comstock given by: Anonymous

Virginia Olson
Shirley Swapinski
Bette Nord

