
 

 
 

 
December 24, 2018 

Christmas Eve 
 

Hope United Methodist Church 
301 West St. Marie Street 

Duluth MN 55803 
 

Meredith Kuehl, and Liz Raihala - Accompanists 
 

Rev. Sarah Lawton - Pastor 

office@hopeumcmn.org                                                                                                           
www.hopemethodistchurch.com    218.724.2266                                                                                                                

Office Hours: Monday - Friday ~ 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 

With God’s grace, we care for the soul for a lifetime and beyond. 

http://www.hopemethodistchurch.com/


Order of Worship                                      Christmas Eve                              10:00p.m. 
  

PRELUDE    Meredith Kuehl 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP            
Rejoice, for God is with us — Emmanuel. 
In the darkness of our world shines God's holy light. 
Now there is reason to hope, to love, to laugh, to live. 
God is truly with us. We are not alone. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
CAROL                 “Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light”    #223 

 
OPENING PRAYER 
Gracious God, 
With joy and thanksgiving we gather as your people. 
We have come to hear again the timeless story of Christ's birth. 
In the excitement of this night, quiet our hearts 
that we may know the peace and fullness of this holy time. 
Shine, O Light, in the darkness of our world. 
Sing, O angels, in the stillness of our hearts, 
"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace." 
This we pray in the name of the Child of Bethlehem. Amen. 

 
The Prophecy of the Messiah 

Scripture                                       Isaiah 9:2-7 
The Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, Wonderful Counselor, Almighty God, 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, God with us, Emmanuel. 

  
The Coming of Jesus Is Announced to Mary and Joseph 

Scripture                                   Matthew 1:18-25 
Special Music                             “O Holy Night” 

Liz Raihala, vocalist and Meredith Kuehl, accompanist 
 

The Preparations for the Birth of Jesus 

Scripture                                        Luke 2:1-5 
Carol                                “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                         #230 



Jesus is Born 

Scripture                                         Luke 2:6-7 
Carol                                        “Away in a Manger”                                      #217 

 
Jesus' Birth is Announced to the Shepherds 

Scripture                                       Luke 2:9-14 
Carol                                              “Star Child”                                            #2095 
 

The Shepherds Find the Baby Jesus 

Scripture                                      Luke 2:15-18 
Carol                                      “What Child is This?”                                    #219 

 
The Wise Men Bring Their Gifts to Jesus 

Scripture                                    Matthew 2:1-11 
 Offering 
Offertory                          “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” 

Meredith Kuehl, organ and Liz Raihala, piano 
 

*Offering Response                 “Joy to the World”                                          #246 

 
Celebrating the Sacrament of Communion 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION and PARDON 
Holy One, we confess that often we find darkness more comfortable than 
light. 
We confess that we find your good news frightening and unsettling, 
especially when we consider its demands on us. 
We confess that Christmas has become more to us than the birthday of the 
Christ, partly because we do not want a Christ-Child in our lives or in our 
world – we kinda want things to stay the same. 
Forgive us.  Give us the courage to be your people of love, hope, justice, 
joy. 
Be born again into our world; be born again into our hearts and lives.  
Guide us on the paths that lead to peace….  (silence) 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
… As we remember how you came to live among us in the flesh, and as we 
celebrate that moment long ago which lives forever in the hearts of those 
who believe, and as we long for your fullness in our lives that we too might 



enflesh the goodness and love of Christ in our day, we ask that you would 
bless us, your church, to be food for the hungry and hope for those who 
are lost and alone – a living testament of Christ’s faithfulness to you.  May 
all who drink of your spirit receive new life to give to those in our world 
who are thirsty for meaning and belonging. 

Pour out your Spirit upon us, your people.  Continue in our lives in the 
mystery of Christmas.  Let your Son become flesh in us, so that we may 
reveal you to our world all the days of our lives.  Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray.  Cast out our sin and enter in.  Be born in us today. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We are filled with joy, for we have heard good news of great joy. 
We are filled with love, for we have tasted the sign of God’s great love. 
We are filled with hope, for we can recognize God’s light. 

 
The Passing of the Light 

Carol                                             “Silent Night”                                              #239 
 

BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE             Meredith Kuehl 
      
 
                    

*You are invited to stand as you are able 
 

LARGE PRINT hymnals, bulletins, and Bibles, as well as hearing devices 
are available from the usher. 

 

The Staff of Hope United Methodist Church Wishes You a Blessed Holiday ~ 

Administrative Assistant:  Jennifer Amy-Dressler    Music Director:  Liz Raihala 

Administrative Assistant: Beth Kaiser      Custodian:  Matt Johnson                

Nursery Attendant: Cassidy Kelley, Ella Karki    Kids’ Quest Director:  Anita Rixe 
 

 

Thank you to the Worship Team, our worship leaders, musicians, sanctuary decorators and 

to our worship participants for making Advent & Christmas worship so beautiful. 


